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 Auction  

 in Review 

 On October 25, we held our 
annual Auction and once again it 

was a wonderful experience. 

 As guests arrived they stopped 
by the bountiful refreshment table 

which was filled with drinks, 

mouthwatering appetizers, and a 
whole array of delectable desserts.  

As usual, Emalyl Israel and Mar-

tha Bogaards coordinated the hos-

pitality committee and provided the 
crowd with a wonderful table of 

delicious treats for the evening. 

 Our auction tables were 
stocked with a very nice assortment 

of ferns, aroids, orchids, bromeliads 

and many other beautiful tropical 
plants all wanting new homes. 

 President Mike Twyford, 

opened the evening by giving gen-

eral rules of the auction and intro-
ducing our very popular and ener-

getic auctioneer, Tom Moore. 

 The quality of our plants im-
prove every year, and we are al-

ways very grateful for the generous 

donations from our members and 

our always-reliable commercial 
nurseries.  Patricia Bullis (Bullis 

Bromeliads) donated six beautiful 

and colorful bromeliads.  Our 
friends at Silver Krome Nursery  

(Denis and Bill Rotolante) donated 

several aroids, plus an unusal Piper, 
and some very nice Calatheas. 

Our members, such as Home 

Chaovanich (from Thailand), at-

tended the Aroid Show in Septem-
ber and gladly donated a very inter-

esting Dieffenbachia; Ivan Portilla 

of Ecuagenera (from Ecuador) also 
left an unusual Anthurium species 

for our auction. Our members have 

very unique plants in their collec-
tions and were very generous with 

them. Charles Alford sent  a mag-

(Auction continued on page 3) 

      Maidenhair Foray 

        
 People have a natural curiosity 
about ferns.  I suppose being some 

of the oldest plants on the planet 

might have something to do with 

that.  They were strange new life 
forms on our prehistoric earth. 

However, these strange new life 

forms have endured and evolved  
and morphed into what we now 

have today in our own back yards.   

 Of  course, ferns of old, were 
huge by today’s standards. They 

would not fit easily or neatly into 

modern horticulture.  But, as mil-

lions and millions and millions of 
years passed, ferns changed.  They 

took on different shapes, and as-

sumed more compatible and com-
fortable sizes (however, a few are 

still a little too large to sit on a 

plant stand in Aunt Fanny’s parlor, 
Angiopteris evecta comes to mind). 

 So, now we have ferns that are 

perfect for our everyday lives.  

Ferns that we can easily use to 
landscape a garden, large or small.  

Ferns that are there just to look 

pretty and baffle us, when they 
don’t behave as we expect them to. 

 While ferns had long ago 

adapted to their environments, we 

have decided to call their environ-
ments: zones. 

 According to the USDA Hardi-

ness Zone finder,  the zone that fits 
most of my plants is Zone 10. 

 The ferns and other plants that I 

grow do better here, than let’s say, 
in zone 6. 

 While in the past, I have futilely 

(Maidenhairs continued on page 2) 

Next Meeting 

Monday, November 22 

 The Tropical Fern & Exotic 

Plant Society presents Peter 

Kouchalakos who will speak 

on The Colorful Neos (as in 

Neoregelias). 

 Peter is a longtime grower 

of the most beautiful bromeliads 

around, and we are fortunate to 

have him as our speaker once 

again. 

Raffle table will be supplied by 

Peter as well.   

 What a great evening this 

will be.  See you at 7:30 p.m. Auctioneer Tom Moore in action 
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The Tropical Fern & Exotic Plant Society, Inc. 
Officers for 2010 

 

President 
 Mike Twyford    (305) 444-6332 

Vice President 

 Marie Nock     (305) 232-2257 

Secretary 

 Craig Morell    (305) 667-1173 

Treasurer 

 Tom Moore     (305) 666-0219 

Hospitality  
 Martha Bogaards    (305) 661-2305 

 Emalyl Israel    (305) 235-0886 

Special Sales 

 Marie Nock     (305) 232-2257   

Librarian 
 Juan Espinosa-Almodovar   (305) 444-3103 

Raffle Table 

 Skye Palmer    (305) 595-9291 

  

Webmaster 

 Bob Benaim    (305) 793-9755 

       
Board of Directors will consist of the above officers and chairs;  

and the following individuals. 

Steve Forman     (305) 662-2368 

Debbie Lamb     (305) 251-8675 
Reggie Whitehead    (305) 613-5944 

SHERRIN A. SMITH 
PLANT, PET, AND HOUSE SITTING; Personal Assistance 

*Miami Native* 
305 448-2598 Phone      305 668-4622 Fax      

E-mail:  sas56chevy@aol.com 

Trinity Churchside Garden 
 

Landscape Design, Consulting; 

Medicinal, Weird, and Native Plants 

DAVID MCLEAN 
14 S.W. 11 Street       Open Sat and Sun and by appointment      (954) 768-0423 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33315                       Just west of South Andrews Avenue 

The first Saturday of each month is a special day! 

Visit us at:  www.tfeps.org 

 tried to grow Adiantum pedatum 

(the Horseshoe Maidenhair) I found 

in Connecticut years ago. I learned 
that ferns live where they live, for a 

natural reason. They grow where 

they have adapted. 
 Maidenhairs, were truly popular 

during the Victorian age, and still 

are popular today.  I was chatting 

with friends in the Philadelphia area 
recently, and they had no idea that 

there were approximately 200 spe-

cies of Adiantum ferns.    I, of 
course, explained to them that I 

used to have quite the maidenhair 

collection.  Years ago, after visiting 

the stunning maidenhair collection 
of Milton Piedra,  I learned to ap-

preciate the beauty and diversity of 

these plants.   
 Along with the 200 species of 

Adiantum, there are myriad culti-

vars and hybrids out there as well.  
Most people tend to associate maid-

enhairs with ‘baby’s breath’ flow-

ers.  There is not a great similarity 

other than the fact that some maid-
enhair leaflets are tiny, and in some 

way can resemble ‘baby’s breath’ 

flowers.  However, some of them,  
for example Adiantum peruvi-

anum, or A. macrophyllum, or 

even A. trapeziforme, have rather 

large leaves or pinnules.  

 

Adiantum macrophyllum, showing juve-

nile red growth and mature green foliage 

(Maidenhairs continued from page 1) 

(Maidenhairs continued on page 3) 
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                  Tropical Fern & Exotic Plant Society 
6880 S. W. 75 Terrace 

South Miami, FL 33143 

___ Individual Member $15.  ___ Household Membership $17.   

___ Life Membership $125. ___ Life Household Membership $150. 

        Member’s Name: _______________________________________________________ 

Name of additional member: _____________________________________________ 

Street Address: _______________________________________________________ 

        City: ____________________________ State: _______ Zip + 4: _________ + ______ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ________________________________ Amount enclosed: $_____________ 

Raffle Tables for 2010 — 2011 

November 22, 2010 .................................................................................................... Peter Kouchalakos 
December 2010 .................................................................................................................. Holiday Party 

January 24, 2011 ................................................................................................................... Sid Gardino 

February 28, 2011 .................................................................................. Tim Anderson/Redland Nursery 

March 28, 2011 ..................................................................................................... Steve Nock/Philip Iloo 

April 25, 2011 ................................................................................................. David McLean/Craig Reid 

May 23, 2011 ........................................................................ John Lucas/Rebecca& Duane Tannenbaum 

nificent specimen of the Blue Lyco-

podium also known as  Huperzia 

gobellei. and a rare  Elaphoglossum 

langsdorfii. 
 Other members who gave gener-

ously to our auction were Tim 

Anderson (Palm Hammock), Mike 

Twyford, Vivian Waddell, Steve 

and Marie Nock,  Ann Marie 

Scherr, Jackie Gaudio, Elliott 

Brown,  Marnie Valent, David 

Foster, Craig Morell, Phillip Iloo, 

John DeMott, Michael Ferraro, 

Debbie Lamb, James Sprague. 

 The evening could not’ve gone 

as smoothly, as it did without our 

auction assistants Debbie Lamb, 

Michael O’Dea and Reggie White-

head.  We gratefully thank Argeo 

Hernandez for manning the holding 
area; and many thanks to Bob 

Benaim for sitting in as cashier. 

(Auction continued from page 1) 

Yes, maidenhairs, as well as many other ferns tend to be mysterious 

plants, however, once you understand them, like anything else, you can 

grow them.  
 Today there are only a handful of people that I know of who are cul-

tivating the many different species.  Recently I asked my friends about 

a grower in Philadelphia, Barbara Varga; they’d lost track of her.  Peo-
ple who are growing maidenhairs today are Duane Petersen in Wich-

ita, Kansas; Larry and Glenda Weed in Metairie, Louisiana; Ray 

Roberts of Central Florida Ferns, and Craig Reid of  Lord Cheery’s 

Fern Farm, here in the Redland area of South Florida. 
 Ah, whatever happened to my own maidenhair collection — I sup-

pose, we could chalk it up to too many [plant] irons in the fire, or that 

great American novel “Gone With the Wind.”  Honestly, the best grow-
ing season for my maidenhair ferns was right after Hurricane Andrew.  

Ironic isn’t it?  The oak tree that shelters my pool/patio area where the 

maidenhairs grew, was pretty much cleaned out by the storm.  The 

opened oak tree branches gave me the proper light to grow these plants 
to specimen size.  However, as the branches grew in and with my busy 

schedule, the maidenhairs were not able to keep up  with the changing 

conditions.  I still have a few maidenhair ferns, but now, other sturdier 

ferns have taken their place in the collection. — Reggie Whitehead 

(Maidenhairs continued from page 2) 
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Tropical Fern & Exotic Plant Society, Inc. 

6880 S. W. 75 Terrace 

South Miami, FL 33143 

Next Meeting, Peter Kouchalakos, The Colorful Neos, Monday, November 22,  7:30 p.m. 

Golden Landscapes 
by John Banta 

 There are people who believe that the State of Flor-

ida lacks the rich natural beauties that are flaunted by 

other states; majestic mountains, grand waterfalls, 

cloistered valleys and geological variety.  I must admit 

that unless you have an unusual fondness for carbon-

ates its geology is rather depauperate.  But Florida 

does have its moments of grandeur.  One of those 

breathtaking moments just occurred. 

 I would be remiss in not advising you to make a 

point of visiting Fisheating Creek Wildlife Manage-

ment Area in Glades County near Lakeport on State 

Road 78 during the third week of October.  That is 

when thousands of acres of Coreopsis gladiata are in 

full bloom.  The air is perfumed with their fragrance 

and the entire landscape is washed in gold.  It is one of 

the most extravagant floral displays I have ever seen.  

A scene never forgotten once seen. Florida’s flatness 

and climate provide the unique flood plain required for 

this astounding floral extravaganza.  I urge you to take 

the opportunity to experience this natural wonder.  

 When you get your 2011 calendar do make a nota-

tion for an October journey to Glades County. You 

won’t regret it. 

This Newsletter is also available through PDF and  

our www.tfeps.org website. 


